[Importance of investigation of fetal eyes : Supplement to fetal autopsy].
The investigation of fetal eyes is a subspecialty, which is performed by only a few ophthalmic pathologists and pathologists in specialized centers. If a certain fetal syndrome is suspected, the fetal eyes should be removed and submitted for ophthalmic pathological investigation in a specialized center. This can provide additional diagnostic information allowing a final classification of a syndrome and the comprehensive genetic counselling of parents with respect to future pregnancies. This article provides an overview of the histopathological findings in fetal eyes, which are of particular relevance for the pediatric pathological autopsy. In addition, the basic points of ocular development, the preparation of fetal eyes and frequent artifacts are presented.